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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,4,6,8-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gatto et al. (United States Patent Application Publication 2003/0037335), herein 
referenced as Gatto. 

Regarding claiml, Gatto discloses interactive television devices and systems. In 
addition, Gatto discloses that each user of the interactive TV device may be identified 
within the device by a unique user identification number (User ID). This user ID may be 
exclusively internal to the interactive TV device and may not be known to the user. 
According to an embodiment of the present invention, users may access their profile or 
profiles and/or login to the present interactive TV device by selecting their picture 
(1042), (1044), (1046), (1048) or (1050) (alternatively, some other personalized graphic) 
from among the pictures of other users of the device, as shown in FIG. 12. Each of the 
user logos is associated with a unique user ID. Each user may be represented within 
the device by a distinctive logo (their picture, for example), in the same manner as a TV 
channel is represented by its own distinctive logo, which reads on claimed recording 
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images in a storing unit of a digital video device as an identifier", as disclosed in 
paragraph [0072] and further exhibited in figure 10. In addition, Gatto further discloses 
that according to an embodiment of the present invention, a user profile may be defined 
by and/or include one or more of the following: d) The number of channels defined for 
this user (from 1 to 979 channels from among the 64K possible channels, for example- 
although 64K channels is merely an exemplary and non-limiting number of possible 
channels); e) The channel table, which includes the list of channels assigned to this 
user, together with its associated logo (note that two or more users may access to the 
same channel through different logos), which reads on claimed "managing channels of 
the digital video device on the basis of the recorded image identifier", as disclosed in 
paragraphs [0076] and [0077]. 

Regarding claim 4, Gatto discloses that users may access their profile or profiles 
and/or login to the present interactive TV device by selecting their picture (1042), 
(1044), (1046), (1048) or (1050) (alternatively, some other personalized graphic) from 
among the pictures of other users of the device, as shown in FIG. 12, which reads on 
claimed " displaying images on a screen of a digital video device; and registering an 
image selected by a user among the displayed images as an identifier", as disclosed in 
paragraph [0072] and further exhibited in figure 10. 

Regarding claim 6, Gatto in view of Aratani disclose everything as claimed 
above (see claim 4). In addition, Gatto discloses that each of the user logos is 
associated with a unique user ID. Each user may be represented within the device by a 
distinctive logo (their picture, for example), in the same manner as a TV channel is 
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represented by its own distinctive logo. According to an embodiment of the present 
invention, a user profile may be defined by and/or include one or more of the following: 
e) The channel table, which includes the list of channels assigned to this user, together 
with its associated logo (note that two or more users may access to the same channel 
through different logos), which reads on claimed "registering the identifier and then 
displaying a list for selecting preference channels on the screen; and registering 
preference channels selected by a user corresponding to the image identifier", as 
disclosed in paragraphs [0072] and [0077]. 

Regarding claim 8, Gatto discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 4). 
In addition, Gatto discloses that each of the user logos is associated with a unique user 
ID. Each user may be represented within the device by a distinctive logo (their picture, 
for example), in the same manner as a TV channel is represented by its own distinctive 
logo. According to an embodiment of the present invention, a user profile may be 
defined by and/or include one or more of the following: a) A user ID number, which may 
be assigned sequentially (for example, a 16-bit user ID number may provide for up to 
64K users, although the present invention is not limited to 64K users); b) The user's 
logo, consisting of the user's photograph or other distinguishing graphic. This represents 
the link between the user and his or her profile, which reads on claimed "registering the 
image as a first identifier and then registering characters as a second identifier", as 
disclosed in paragraphs [0072], [0073], and [0074]. 

Regarding claim 9, Gatto discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 4). 
In addition, Gatto discloses that the user profile may include one or more of the 
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following: a unique user identification number; a user logo, the user logo including an 
image of the user; an identification of a last channel selected by the user; a number of 
channels defined for the user; a channel table, the channel table including a list of 
channels assigned to the user. Gatto further discloses parents (1042) and/or (1044) 
may lock out certain features of the device to their children 1048, 1050 (such as the 
videoconferencing feature, for example) and/or lock out certain channels, which reads 
on claimed "wherein the identifier is images for managing channels of the digital video 
device and endowing a watching right of specific channels", as disclosed in paragraphs 
[0015] and [0058], respectively. 

Regarding claim 10, Gatto discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 4). 
In addition, Gatto discloses that each such user may log onto the present interactive TV 
device and individually define the configuration for the present interactive TV device 
(although choices may be deliberately restricted for some users, such as minors). This 
enables each user to personalize the device to their own liking and to enable parents to 
control the actions that their children (such as represented by logos 1048 and 1050) 
may take. For example, parents (1042) and/or (1044) may lock out certain features of 
the device to their children (1048), (1050) (such as the videoconferencing feature, for 
example) and/or lock out certain channels, which reads on claimed "wherein the 
identifier is images for distinguishing family members", as disclosed in paragraph [0058] 
and further exhibited in figure 10. 

Regarding claim 11, Gatto discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 4). 
In addition, Gatto discloses that each such user may log onto the present interactive TV 
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device and individually define the configuration for the present interactive TV device 
(although choices may be deliberately restricted for some users, such as minors). This 
enables each user to personalize the device to their own liking and to enable parents to 
control the actions that their children (such as represented by logos 1048 and 1050) 
may take. For example, parents (1042) and/or (1044) may lock out certain features of 
the device to their children (1048), (1050) (such as the videoconferencing feature, for 
example) and/or lock out certain channels, which reads on claimed "wherein the 
identifier is photo images of family members", as disclosed in paragraph [0058] and 
further exhibited in figure 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gatto in view of Hill et al. (United States Patent Application Publication 2002/0070982), 
herein referenced as Hill. 

Regarding claim 2, Gatto discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 1). 
However, Gatto fails to disclose "recording characters in the storing unit of the digital 
video device as an identifier", however the examiner maintains that it was well known in 
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the art to provide recording characters in the storing unit of the digital video device as 
an identifier, as taught by Hill. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Hill discloses a method and system for presenting 
digital media. In addition, Hill discloses that the user is provided the opportunity to input 
textual information, whether descriptions of individual photographs and albums, or text 
for photo storybooks, or user profile information, etc. In the case of the user of a 
personal computer, such textual information is readily input via the computer keyboard. 
However, the set-top box equipped television user typically has only conventional 
television controls lacking text input keys. Hill further discloses that FIG. 15 depicts a 
keyboard-text display (380) that is provided to the user when text entry is required (or 
desired). The keyboard-text display (380) includes a category region (382) identifying 
the type of textual information to be input. In the example shown, the user is prompted 
for a name, such as when providing textual information during user information 
operations (346) in the user profile menu (286) (see FIG. 13), which reads on claimed 
"recording characters in the storing unit of the digital video device as an identifier", as 
disclosed in paragraphs [0046] and [0047]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Gatto by specifically providing the recording of 
characters in the storing unit of the digital video device as an identifier, as taught by Hill, 
for the purpose of providing a name for user profile. 

Regarding claim 3, Gatto in view of Hill disclose everything as claimed above 
(see claim 2). In addition, Gatto discloses a) a user ID number, which may be assigned 
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sequentially (for example, a 16-bit user ID number may provide for up to 64K users, 
although the present invention is not limited to 64K users); b) The user's logo, consisting 
of the user's photograph or other distinguishing graphic. This represents the link 
between the user and his or her profile; d) The number of channels defined for this user 
(from 1 to 979 channels from among the 64K possible channels, for example-although 
64K channels is merely an exemplary and non-limiting number of possible channels); e) 
The channel table, which includes the list of channels assigned to this user, together 
with its associated logo (note that two or more users may access to the same channel 
through different logos), which reads on claimed "registering preference channels 
selected by a user to a list for inputting channels corresponding to the image identifier 
and the characters identifier", as disclosed in paragraphs [0073], [0074], [0076], and 
[0077] respectively. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gatto in 
view of Aratani et al. (United States Patent Application Publication 2002/0019982), 
herein referenced as Aratani. 

Regarding claim 5, Gatto discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 4). 
However, Gatto fails to disclose "connecting a memory card where photo images are 
recorded to the digital video device; and displaying images recorded in the memory card 
on the screen of the digital video device", however the examiner maintains that it was 
well known in the art to provide connecting a memory card where photo images are 
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recorded to the digital video device; and displaying images recorded in the memory card 
on the screen of the digital video device, as taught by Aratani. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Aratani discloses a data processing apparatus, 
data processing system, television signal receiving apparatus, and printing apparatus. 
In addition, Aratani discloses that the digital TV broadcast receiving apparatus (100) 
includes the extended card slot (124) and the digital photograph application, as 
described above, and can display, on the image display unit (112), an image captured 
by a digital camera. Static images (JPEG format) and moving images (MPEG format) 
obtained by a digital camera are recorded on a memory card that is inserted into the 
extended card slot (124), and a non-reservation action list compatible with the memory 
card is also recorded, which reads on claimed "connecting a memory card where photo 
images are recorded to the digital video device; and displaying images recorded in the 
memory card on the screen of the digital video device", as disclosed in paragraphs 
[0117] and [0118]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Gatto by specifically providing connecting a 
memory card where photo images are recorded to the digital video device; and 
displaying images recorded in the memory card on the screen of the digital video 
device, as taught by Aratani, for the purpose of allowing the user to view still 
photographs on their TV in a high definition format. 
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Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gatto in 
view of Yamamoto et al. (United States Patent Application Publication 2002/0178449), 
herein referenced as Yamamoto. 

Regarding claim 7, Gatto discloses everything as claimed above (see claim 6). 
However, Gatto fails to disclose "wherein the list for selecting preference channels is 
displayed on the screen as an 'On Screen Display' form", however the examiner 
maintains that it was well known in the art to provide the list for selecting preference 
channels is displayed on the screen as an 'On Screen Display' form, as taught by 
Yamamoto. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Yamamoto discloses a receiver. In addition, 
Yamamoto discloses that there is provided a function (one of OSD (On Screen Display) 
functions) of registering onto and deleting from the channel map by the unit of a 
physical channel. When the above OSD function is utilized, it is possible for a user to 
register only his favorite channels on the channel map and tune in to only his favorite 
channels by using the channel-up/channel-down function, which reads on claimed 
"wherein the list for selecting preference channels is displayed on the screen as an 'On 
Screen Display' form", as disclosed in paragraph [0006]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Gatto by specifically providing wherein the list for 
selecting preference channels is displayed on the screen as an 'On Screen Display' 
form, as taught by Yamamoto, for the purpose of overlaying the channel map so that the 
user can view all channels that they wish to add to their favorites. 
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Claims 12,14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Gatto in view of Aratani and in further view of Wugofski (United States Patent 
Application 2002/0108110), herein referenced as Wugofski. 

Regarding claim 12, Gatto discloses that users may access their profile or 
profiles and/or login to the present interactive TV device by selecting their picture 
(1042), (1044), (1046), (1048) or (1050) (alternatively, some other personalized graphic) 
from among the pictures of other users of the device, as shown in FIG. 12, which reads 
on claimed "registering an image selected by a user among the displayed images as an 
identifier", as disclosed in paragraph [0072] and further exhibited in figure 10. However, 
Gatto fails to disclose "connecting a memory card where photo images are recorded to 
a digital video device; displaying images recorded in the memory card on a screen of 
the digital video device; displaying the image identifier and a channel input item 
corresponding to the image identifier on the screen; and registering inputted preference 
channels when a user's preference channels are inputted to the channel input item", 
however the examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide connecting 
a memory card where photo images are recorded to a digital video device; displaying 
images recorded in the memory card on a screen of the digital video device; displaying 
the image identifier and a channel input item corresponding to the image identifier on 
the screen; and registering inputted preference channels when a user's preference 
channels are inputted to the channel input item, as taught by Aratani and Wugofski 
respectively. 
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Regarding connecting a memory card where photo images are recorded to a 
digital video device; displaying images recorded in the memory card on a screen of the 
digital video device, Aratani discloses that the digital TV broadcast receiving apparatus 
(100) includes the extended card slot (124) and the digital photograph application, as 
described above, and can display, on the image display unit (112), an image captured 
by a digital camera. Static images (JPEG format) and moving images (MPEG format) 
obtained by a digital camera are recorded on a memory card that is inserted into the 
extended card slot (124), and a non-reservation action list compatible with the memory 
card is also recorded, which reads on claimed "connecting a memory card where photo 
images are recorded to a digital video device; displaying images recorded in the 
memory card on a screen of the digital video device", as disclosed in paragraphs [01 17] 
and [0118]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Gatto by specifically providing connecting a 
memory card where photo images are recorded to a digital video device; displaying 
images recorded in the memory card on a screen of the digital video device, as taught 
by Aratani, for the purpose of allowing the user to view still photographs on their TV in a 
high definition format. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Wugofski discloses a system for using a channel 
and event overlay for invoking channel and event related functions. In addition, 
Wugofski discloses that in FIG. 5 another schematic example of screen (50) and an 
example of the operation of system (30). In the example, a viewer has selected favorite 
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list field (68) with a pointing device in the remote control (24). The selected field (68) 
includes several menu-type items (69), including a list of the channels (69a) which 
correspond with the currently active favorite list, an edit list (69b) which enables a user 
to add or delete channels from the currently active favorite list, a select list (69c) which 
enables the user to change the currently active favorite list to another active list, and a 
new list (69d) which enables the user to create a list in addition to the existing active 
lists. In addition, one of ordinary skill in the art would recognize that the username (in 
this case "Jenny") would be serve as an image identifier to distinguish between different 
user profiles, which therefore reads on claimed "displaying the image identifier and a 
channel input item corresponding to the image identifier on the screen; and registering 
inputted preference channels when a user's preference channels are inputted to the 
channel input item", as disclosed in paragraph [0033] and further exhibited in figure 5. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Gatto by specifically providing displaying the 
image identifier and a channel input item corresponding to the image identifier on the 
screen; and registering inputted preference channels when a user's preference 
channels are inputted to the channel input item, as taught by Wugofski, for the purpose 
of allowing multiple user's to establish their own favorite channels listing. 

Regarding claim 14, Gatto in view of Aratani and in further view of Wugofski 
disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 12). In addition, Gatto discloses that 
each of the user logos is associated with a unique user ID. Each user may be 
represented within the device by a distinctive logo (their picture, for example), in the 
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same manner as a TV channel is represented by its own distinctive logo. According to 
an embodiment of the present invention, a user profile may be defined by and/or include 
one or more of the following: a) A user ID number, which may be assigned sequentially 
(for example, a 16-bit user ID number may provide for up to 64K users, although the 
present invention is not limited to 64K users); b) The user's logo, consisting of the user's 
photograph or other distinguishing graphic. This represents the link between the user 
and his or her profile, which reads on claimed "registering the image identifier and 
additionally registering a character identifier", as disclosed in paragraphs [0072], [0073], 
and [0074]. 

Regarding claim 15, Gatto in view of Aratani and in further view of Wugofski 
disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 12). In addition, Gatto discloses that 
the user profile may include one or more of the following: a unique user identification 
number; a user logo, the user logo including an image of the user; an identification of a 
last channel selected by the user; a number of channels defined for the user; a channel 
table, the channel table including a list of channels assigned to the user. Gatto further 
discloses parents (1042) and/or (1044) may lock out certain features of the device to 
their children 1048, 1050 (such as the videoconferencing feature, for example) and/or 
lock out certain channels, which reads on claimed "wherein the identifier is images for 
managing channels of the digital video device and endowing a watching right of specific 
channels", as disclosed in paragraphs [0015] and [0058]. 

Regarding claim 16, Gatto in view of Aratani and in further view of Wugofski 
disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 12). In addition, Gatto discloses that 
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each such user may log onto the present interactive TV device and individually define 
the configuration for the present interactive TV device (although choices may be 
deliberately restricted for some users, such as minors). This enables each user to 
personalize the device to their own liking and to enable parents to control the actions 
that their children (such as represented by logos 1048 and 1050) may take. For 
example, parents (1042) and/or (1044) may lock out certain features of the device to 
their children (1048), (1050) (such as the videoconferencing feature, for example) 
and/or lock out certain channels, which reads on claimed "wherein the images for 
distinguishing family members", as disclosed in paragraph [0058] and further exhibited 
in figure 10. 

Regarding claim 17, Gatto in view of Aratani and in further view of Wugofski 
disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 12). In addition Gatto discloses that 
each such user may log onto the present interactive TV device and individually define 
the configuration for the present interactive TV device (although choices may be 
deliberately restricted for some users, such as minors). This enables each user to 
personalize the device to their own liking and to enable parents to control the actions 
that their children (such as represented by logos 1048 and 1050) may take. For 
example, parents (1042) and/or (1044) may lock out certain features of the device to 
their children (1048), (1050) (such as the videoconferencing feature, for example) 
and/or lock out certain channels, which reads on claimed " wherein the identifier is 
photo images of family members", as disclosed in paragraph [0058] and further 
exhibited in figure 10. 
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Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gatto in 
view of Wugofski. 

Regarding claim 13, Gatto in view of Aratani and in further view of Wugofski 
disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 12). In addition Gatto discloses that 
the input may be configured to accept an input stream selected from an analog video 
source, a digital video source, an IP connection, a video stream from a data carrier, a 
video stream from a video camera, an IR connection, a wireless connection, a Universal 
Serial Bus (USB)-compatible port and/or the output of the interactive TV device, for 
example, which reads on claimed "displaying channels corresponding to an analogue 
TV broadcasting, a digital TV broadcasting, and a cable TV broadcasting on the screen 
as an "On Screen Display' form", as disclosed in paragraph [0008]. However, Gatto 
fails to disclose "registering preference channels selected by the user to the channel 
input item if the user selects preference channels among the channels", however the 
examiner maintains that it was well known in the art to provide registering preference 
channels selected by the user to the channel input item if the user selects preference 
channels among the channels, as taught by Wugofski. 

Regarding registering preference channels selected by the user to the channel 
input item if the user selects preference channels among the channels, Wugofski 
discloses that in FIG. 5 another schematic example of screen (50) and an example of 
the operation of system (30). In the example, a viewer has selected favorite list field (68) 
with a pointing device in the remote control (24). The selected field (68) includes several 
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menu-type items (69), including a list of the channels (69a) which correspond with the 
currently active favorite list, an edit list (69b) which enables a user to add or delete 
channels from the currently active favorite list, a select list (69c) which enables the user 
to change the currently active favorite list to another active list, and a new list (69d) 
which enables the user to create a list in addition to the existing active lists, which reads 
on claimed "registering preference channels selected by the user to the channel input 
item if the user selects preference channels among the channels", as disclosed in 
paragraph [0033]. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Gatto by specifically providing registering 
preference channels selected by the user to the channel input item if the user selects 
preference channels among the channels, as taught by Wugofski, for the purpose of 
enabling the user to establish their own favorite channel listing. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alexander Q. Huerta whose telephone number is 571- 
270-3582. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(Alternate Fridays Off) 7:30- 
5:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jefferey Harold can be reached on 571-272-7519. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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